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5 FIONA TAN 
DEPOT 

10 JULY – 1 NOVEMBER 2015  
This spectacular new commission re-imagines  

Jonah the Giant Whale, a preserved whale exhibited  
inside a touring lorry in the 1950s. Tan rebuilds the  

71-foot-long vehicle containing a cabinet of  
curiosities inviting the viewer to climb aboard.

TONY SWAIN  
Undetailed Progress  

7 MARCH – 31 AUGUST 2015  
Swain presents a series of ‘pieced’ paintings that continue  

his explorations of the representation of landscape. 

IDA EKBLAD  
8 MAY – 31 AUGUST 2015  

Norwegian artist Ida Ekblad works across painting,  
sculpture and poetry. This exhibition centres on a  

group of sculptures designed as a stage set for  
Constellations, a play by British writer Nick Payne.
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Welcome to BALTIC’s summer What’s on Guide, 
where you will find details of all our exhibitions, 
events, activities and opportunities to get 
involved with an exciting programme of engaging 
contemporary art. The lead exhibition during the 
summer season features the exploratory and 
inquisitive work of the Dutch artist, Fiona Tan, 
whose interest in the world around us – and in 
particular, the way in which people try to make 
sense of it – delivers an exhibition that is sure to 
fascinate and enthral. Throughout her illustrious 
career Fiona Tan has, through film, photography 
and installation, developed an incredible ability to 
refocus the way we experience individuals and 
objects, and the environments in which  
they are encountered.

Alongside this exhibition we are pleased to 
present the theatrically engaging world of 
Norwegian artist Ida Ekblad, who has the facility 
to bring energetic life back to that which has 
been discarded and devalued. For BALTIC, the 
artist has devised a vibrant installation in which 
she employs painting and sculpture to raise 
questions about the life and potential of various 
objects and the ability to change things by using 
and combining them in unexpected ways.

Finally, I would like to offer my personal thanks  
to all BALTIC’s loyal and supportive visitors, 
Members and Patrons who have been such 
tremendous advocates for all that the 
organisation works tirelessly to achieve. After 
seven fruitful and enormously enjoyable years, I 
have decided to move on to new pastures and I 
look forward with great anticipation to see what 
BALTIC goes on to achieve in the years to come.

Godfrey Worsdale, BALTIC Director

02
FIONA TAN

DEPOT
10 July – 1 November 2015 / Northumbria University Gallery, Level 3 & Level 4

This summer BALTIC presents a survey exhibition and a major new commission 
by the Dutch artist and filmmaker Fiona Tan. Born in 1966 in Pekan Baru, 
Indonesia, Tan works within the contested territory of representation: how we 
represent ourselves and the mechanisms that determine how we interpret the 
representation of others. Photography and film – made by herself, by others, 
or a combination of both – are her media; research, classification and the 
archive, her strategies. Her skilfully crafted and intensely human film and video 
installations explore history, time and our place within them.

The spectacular new commission DEPOT, made especially for our Level 4 
gallery, re-imagines ‘Jonah the Giant Whale’, a preserved whale exhibited 
inside a lorry which toured across Europe from the 1950s to the mid-1970s. 
Tan will rebuild the 71-foot-long vehicle; however, it will now contain a cabinet 
of curiosities, inviting the viewer to climb aboard. Drawing on Newcastle’s 
forgotten history as a major whaling port, DEPOT is an exhibition within 
an exhibition, an immersive presentation that will also include a new film 
installation incorporating footage from the depots of natural history  
museums internationally.

The exhibition continues on Level 3 with two further significant film installations 
from Tan’s career. Disorient 2009 juxtaposes fantasy and the reality of the trade 
route between Venice and Asia, with a voiceover comprised solely of evocative 
quotes from Marco Polo’s 700-year-old book The Travels. Inventory 2012 was 
filmed at Sir John Soane’s Museum in London and presents intimate details of 
the celebrated architect’s personal collection, which is housed in one of the 
most extraordinary public museums in the world. A contemplative visual essay, 
Inventory explores Tan’s preoccupation with time, memory and place, and is 
as much a meditation on the human impulse to collect as a reflection on Tan’s 
artistic practice to date.

BALTIC is grateful for the generous support it has received for this exhibition. 
Sfumato Foundation with the assistance of the Art Fund are kindly supporting 
the production of DEPOT, as well as a significant commission legacy in the 
form of a new acquisition of work by Fiona Tan for the collection of the Laing 
Art Gallery, Newcastle. The exhibition has also received valued support from 
the Mondraiaan Fund and the Embassy of the Netherlands.

Front cover and above: Fiona Tan, DEPOT 2015 (still). Courtesy the artist and Frith Street Gallery © Fiona Tan

DEPOT is supported by Sfumato Foundation with the assistance of the Art Fund,  
Mondriaan Fund and the Embassy of the Netherlands.
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WOON FOUNDATION 
PAINTING AND SCULPTURE ART PRIZE EXHIBITION 
3 July – 2 August 2015 
BALTIC’s project space at BALTIC 39 will present for the first time the 
annual Woon Foundation Painting and Sculpture Art Prize exhibition, a 
vibrant show by talented graduating artists from across the country. This 
unique and highly prestigious award, presented in partnership with 
Northumbria University, has been made possible by the university’s 
alumnus and keen art collector Mr Wee Teng Woon.

This year’s exhibition has been selected by BALTIC Professor, Christine 
Borland; BALTIC Chief Curator, Laurence Sillars; Fiona Bradley, Director 
of the Fruitmarket Gallery, Edinburgh; and Jenni Lomax, Director at 
Camden Art Gallery, London. 

The Woon Foundation Painting and Sculpture Art Prize offers an 
exceptional opportunity for students currently in their final year of 
undergraduate study in the United Kingdom. Mr Wee Teng Woon kindly 
funds three major prizes and discretionary commendation prizes each 
year to the value of £40,000 through his family’s foundation. Final-year 
undergraduates of Fine Art Painting and Sculpture in the UK are invited 
to compete for the prizes. The prize was launched in 2012 and the 
inaugural winner was Holly Hendry, who completed her Fellowship in 
September 2014; the current Fellow, Ramona Zoladek, holds the 
Fellowship until September 2015.
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Above: Ida Ekblad, Wagon (Two weeping mice) 2013. Image courtesy Herald St, London

Norwegian artist Ida Ekblad (born Oslo, 1980) works across painting, 
sculpture and poetry. She exploits the chance element of working with 
found materials, which brings a restless energy to much of her art. 
Ekblad’s exhibition at BALTIC, her first solo presentation in the UK, 
includes new and recent paintings and sculpture.

The exhibition centres on a group of sculptures designed as a stage set 
for Constellations 2012, a play by British writer Nick Payne which 
explores the notion that everything you can imagine is simultaneously 
happening in a parallel universe. The set’s twisted metal, basketballs, 
fishing nets, flowers and large white gates guarded by alien figures 
inhabit the exhibition space.

IDA EKBLAD
8 May – 31 August 2015 / Ground Floor 

TONY SWAIN
Undetailed Progress

Until 31 August 2015 / Level 2

Above: Tony Swain, Untitled 2015. Acrylic on pieced newspaper. Courtesy the artist and BALTIC.
Photo: Colin Davison. © 2015 BALTIC Centre for Contemporary Art

Above: Holly Hendry, The Hoarders and Wasters -  
I Need You to Knead Me 2014. Courtesy the artistAt a time when we have become desensitised to an image-saturated 

world, Tony Swain (born Northern Ireland, 1967) uses sections of 
newspaper that are pieced together as a support for paintings of 
fragmented landscapes and abstract patterns. Using acrylic paints, he 
fixes these ‘works on paper’ directly to the gallery walls, emphasising the 
everyday and temporary feel of newsprint. While occasional details of the 
newsprint and images survive, most are transformed by their inclusion 
within Swain’s painted world.

For his exhibition at BALTIC, Swain presents a series of new and recent 
‘pieced’ paintings that continue his explorations of the representation of 
landscape.

SPACE TO THINK
Sunday 12 July 2015 / 14.00 -16.00
An interactive philosophical enquiry on abstraction and representation in 
art using the paintings of Tony Swain.  See section 06 for more details.



TALKS, EVENTS & WORKSHOPS 
July – September 2015 

balticmill.com/participate06

SPACE TO THINK
Sunday 12 July, 16 August & 4 October 2015 / 14.00-16.00
Launch Pad, Level 2 / £5 & £4 concession* 
BALTIC Members 10% discount
Book: balticmill.eventbrite.co.uk or cash sales at BALTIC 
Information Desk 
Space to Think is an exciting opportunity to explore questions raised 
by artworks in this season’s exhibitions. Led by Grace Robinson and 
Liz Watkins Community Philosophers at Thinking Space, this series 
of workshops encourages group discussion and debate in an informal 
setting. Thinking Space promotes philosophical dialogue and enquiry, 
by creating interesting and inclusive spaces for people to talk and 
think together. You don't have to know much about art or philosophy to 
take part, and we won’t lecture you. Discussions arise naturally out of 
participants’ first responses, emerging ideas and personal interests. 
Ticket price includes a hot drink and biscuits.

Session topics: 
Sunday 12 July 2015: An interactive philosophical enquiry on 
abstraction and representation in art using the paintings of Tony Swain.
Sunday 16 August 2015: An interactive philosophical enquiry on 
chance looking at Ida Ekblad’s ground floor exhibition. 
Sunday 4 October 2015: An interactive philosophical enquiry about 
knowledge using the archival installations of Fiona Tan.

CONTEMPORARY ART CONVERSATIONS
Memory / Archive / Global Citizen
Wednesday 9, 16, 23 September 2015 / 11.00-12.00  
Level 2, Launch Pad / FREE
Book: balticmill.eventbrite.co.uk or at BALTIC Information Desk
No previous experience or knowledge is necessary, but 
openmindedness and a spirit of curiosity are essential. These 
conversations, facilitated by artist, curator and educator, Professor 
Helen Baker, are an opportunity to explore topics that relate to the 
current exhibition by Fiona Tan. Conversations will begin with a short 
introduction to set the context for the discussion and are aimed  
at those who find contemporary art intriguing, baffling or confusing.

Why not carry on the conversation in BALTIC Kitchen over coffee or 
lunch? All attendees of Contemporary Art Conversations will be given  
a sticker which entitles you to 10% off in BALTIC Kitchen that day. 

Weekly subjects:
Wednesday 9 September 2015: Contemporary Art and Memory
Wednesday 16 September 2015: Contemporary Art and the Archive
Wednesday 23 September 2015: Contemporary Art and the Global Citizen

ARTISTS’ BOOK MARKET AT BALTIC
Friday 10 & Saturday 11 July 2015 / 10.00-17.00 / Level 1 / FREE
BALTIC becomes a marketplace of exhibiting and selling book stalls 
from artists, bookmakers, small press publishers, artist’s groups, 
zine artists and bookbinders. A programme of talks, workshops, 
performances and screenings offer exciting opportunities to get 
involved and learn more about artists’ books. A full list of exhibitors  
and workshop details will be announced soon.

If you would like to have a go at bookmaking or making your  
own digital book why not register for one of these workshops?  
No previous experience is needed. 

Bookmaking Workshop
Friday 10 July 2015 / 11.00-13.00 / Level 1 
£27/£22 concessions* / BALTIC Member 10% discount

Book Creator for the iPad 
Saturday 11 July 2015 / 11.00-13.00 / Level 1
£27/£22 concessions* / BALTIC Member 10% discount

Perzine Pride Workshop
Saturday 11 July 2015 / 14.00-16.30 / Level 1 
£15/£10 concession* / BALTIC Member 10% discount

Book for all workshops: balticmill.eventbrite.co.uk  
or cash sales at BALTIC Information Desk

DRAWING DEPOT 
Adult Drawing Course with David Goard
Tuesday 22 Sept, 29 Sept, 6 October 2015 / 14.00-16.30 
Level 2, Launch Pad
Course Fee for 3 x 2.5 hour sessions: £60
Book: balticmill.eventbrite.co.uk or cash sales  
at BALTIC Information Desk
This three-part course is designed to encourage personal expression 
and develop technique through drawing. Inspired by artist Fiona Tan’s 
interest in the human compulsion to collect and display, the course will 
begin with an exploration of the exhibition to gather source material and 
inspiration to develop your drawings in a range of materials and scales. 
The course is led by artist, David Goard and is suitable for all levels of 
experience. Materials and light refreshments will be provided. 

David Goard trained as a painter and over the years his practice has 
diversified to include installation, light, sound, performance, posters, 
billboards, collaborations, and curating. In August 2015 he will be 
artist-in-residence at Listhus in Iceland.

Weekly subjects: 
Tuesday 22 September 2015: Drawing Depot
Tuesday 29 September 2015: Drawing Translations 
Tuesday 6 October 2015: Drawing Conclusions 

For more information on all courses and workshops  
go to balticmill.com/participate

*Concession rate available to over 60s, unwaged and students with valid NUS card.



ART MIX MASTERCLASS: Stop Motion Animation 
Thursday 23 July – Friday 24 July 2015 / 10.00-15.00 / Level 2, Quay 
FREE / Book: artmix@balticmill.com or 0191 440 4957
Step aside Gromit! Learn the skills to make your stop motion 
masterpiece a reality with award-winning BALTIC artist Lesley-Anne 
Rose. Covering set building, character design, modelling, filming and 
editing using professional software Dragonframe and Final Cut Pro, 
this two day course for 14-19 year olds covers everything you need  
to know to get yourself started in animation.

ART MIX MASTERCLASS: Performance Art 
Thursday 30 July – Friday 31 July 2015 / 10.00-15.00 / Level 2, Quay 
FREE / Book: artmix@balticmill.com or 0191 440 4957
Expand your definition of art in a short course for 14-19 year olds on 
performance art with BALTIC artist Nicola Singh. Instead of painting, 
move your body; instead of making music, make some noise. Take over 
spaces, subvert people’s expectations and explore language, 
movement and sound. Everything and anything to make art live!

MINECRAFT MASTERCLASS 
Thursday 6 August – Friday 7 August 2015 / 10.00-15.00  
Level 2, Quay / FREE 
Book: learning@balticmill.com or 0191 440 4919
If you love all things Minecraft and want to explore Minecraft inside  
and outside the virtual world then join us in this masterclass. Create 
and explore imaginary worlds, seek out lost treasures using a unique 
Minecraft Robot controller. This masterclass is part of PhD research 
being carried out by Tom Smith, games designer and PhD student at 
Culture Lab, Newcastle University. This activity is suitable for children 
aged 9-13 years old. Places are limited and will be assigned on a first 
come first served basis.

COMMUNITY & LEARNING EXHIBITIONS 
Summer 2015 

balticmill.com/community 

YOUNG PEOPLE  
Summer 2015 

balticmill.com/youngpeople07 08

ART MIX: Über Gaming School 
BALTIC and Reflections, a Ubisoft Studio Summer School 
Monday 10 August – Friday 14 August 2015 / 11.00-16.00 
Level 2, Quay / FREE /  
Book: artmix@balticmill.com or 0191 440 4957
Über Gaming School is back and it’s levelled up! Now with more XP, 
more polygons and more achievements unlocked! This week long 
summer school for 14-19 year olds is brought to you in collaboration 
with AAA game developers Reflections: A Ubisoft Studio. Join and 
learn skills and techniques of game development whilst working on 
your own game project.

Über Gaming School is über popular so places are limited.  
Contact us soon or go online to get your application pack.  
Deadline for applications is 20 July 2015.

BECOME AN ART MIX MEMBER
Aged 14-19 years? Enjoy Art? Then you should become an Art Mix 
Member. Work with professional artists to splash paint, shoot videos, 
take photos, design fashion, sketch graphics, build installations, print 
fanzines, program code, and most importantly decide what YOU want 
to do at BALTIC. Membership is completely free and entitles you to 
exclusive access to the ART MIX Hub during gallery hours.  
You can get your application form at balticmill.com/youngpeople
or just pop in and say hi. For more information call 0191 440 4957  
or email artmix@balticmill.com

ART MIX: Über Gaming  
School is supported by:

ART MIX is supported by: 

BALTIC UNSEEN 
18 June – 12 July 2015 / Level 2, Quay Gallery 
Explore the covert and obscure side of BALTIC in this behind the scenes 
photography exhibition captured by Hartlepool College students.
 
START WITH BALTIC  
15 July – 1 August 2015 / Level 2, Quay Gallery 
Start with BALTIC exhibits a range of mixed media artwork produced in 
response to gallery visits, artist workshops and community events by 
pupils from Birtley East, Blaydon West and St Wilfrid’s RC Primary 
Schools. This is the second year of a three-year partnership project 
funded by The Prince’s Foundation for Children and the Arts. 

MA PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
14 September – 25 October 2015 / Level 2, Quay Gallery 
In partnership with Northumbria University, BALTIC presents action 
research from the pilot years of its bespoke MA Professional Practice 
course with investigation by Heather Bray, teacher at Royal Grammar 
School, Newcastle. 
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balticmill.com/supporters
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balticmill.com / baltic39.com

BALTIC Honorary Patrons

Melvyn Bragg 
Bryan Ferry  
Antony Gormley 

Yoko Ono 
David Shrigley 
Sting  

Neil Tennant 
Mario Testino  
Jane & Louise Wilson

BALTIC Patrons

Peter Buchan 
Sue Wilson 
Stefan Cross & Alison Steele 

Graeme & Janice Webster 
Sibyl Fine King 
Anita Zabludowicz

BALTIC Legacy Patron

Isabel Vasseur 

BALTIC Associate Patron

Linda Bulman

FSC LOGO

BALTIC Elite B. Partners

As a registered charity, BALTIC is reliant on its supporters to help raise 
funds. There are a number of ways you can support BALTIC, including 
giving a donation, becoming a Member or Patron and remembering 
BALTIC in your will. To find out more visit balticmill.com/supporters 
e-mail fundraising@balticmill.com or call 0191 440 4935.  
Registered Charity No: 1076251

  QuayLink Shuttle Bus        Parking       Newcastle Central Station       Metro Stations

Supporters
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BALTIC Premier B. Partners

BALTIC would also like to thank our Patrons who choose to 
remain anonymous.
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES

July – September 2015
balticmill.com/familyfun

ALL THE TIME
BUSY B’S / FAMILY QUEST
No booking required / FREE
Hassle free, no need to book – just drop in and get stuck  
into fun activities for you and your young artists inspired by
BALTIC’s exhibitions. For more information take a look at  
balticmill.com/familyfun

NEW THIS SEASON
 
TODDLER TIME
Tuesday 7 July, 4 August, 1 September 2015 / 10.30-12.30  
Level 2, Quay / FREE
Bring your under 5s to get creative and be inspired by the world of 
contemporary art by exploring materials, colours and lots more.  
Join one of our BALTIC artists on the first Tuesday of every month to 
enjoy a session of creative play. 
 
YOUR TODDLER TIME 
Other Tuesdays / 10.30-12.30 
Level 2, Quay / FREE 
You’re invited back on the other Tuesdays to enjoy self led sessions with 
your toddler. These popular sessions are a great way to meet other 
parents and carers, enjoy a chat and join in some fun creative play. 
Why not treat yourself to a coffee or lunch at the end of playtime? 
Attendees to Toddler Time and Your Toddler Time will receive a sticker 
which entitles your family to 10% off in BALTIC Kitchen.

EXPLORER GUIDES
All Day, Every Day / FREE
Packed full of fun facts and exciting activities our explorer guides can 
help your family delve deeper into our exhibitions and learn more about 
the building. Join Loris, BALTIC's family mascot and explore the building 
and the exhibitions inside! Guides and activity toolkits are available from 
the Information Desk.
 

SPECIAL EVENTS
 
FATHER’S DAY BUSY B’S
Saturday 20 June 2015 / 14.00-16.00
Sunday 21 June 2015 / 11.00-16.30
Level 2, Quay Studio / FREE
Come and join our BALTIC artist to celebrate everything Dad-like at 
BALTIC this weekend. Moustashes? Check. Dad Dancing? Check. 
Checked shirts? CHECK! Help your little ones make a Dad Monument 
out of all the interesting materials in the Quay Studio. We will also have a 
cheesy-disco, so don’t forget to bring your dancing shoes.
 
VISUAL VOYAGES
Weekdays 3 – 28 August 2015 / 14.00-16.00   
Level 2, Quay Gallery / FREE
Immerse yourself in the work of Fiona Tan and take a visual voyage to 
BALTIC this summer! You and your family can drop into Quay throughout 
August to create exciting modes of transport that tell your story by 
drawing, cutting, sculpting, sticking & building. Work with BALTIC artists 
Louise Bradley and Tanya Axford to take you on your sculptural journey, 
then archive your imaginary adventures into an ever changing giant wall 
of boxes in Quay. 
 
CREATIVE ADVENTURE
Saturday 29 August – Monday 31 August 2015 / 11.00-16.00
Building-wide & Level 1 / FREE
Join BALTIC Crew and artists this August Bank Holiday weekend on a 
Creative Adventures that begins as soon as you and your family walk 
through the door. Collect your map and use your clues to pick up 
passwords from Crew as you move throughout the building. Once you’ve 
completed your adventure head to Level 1 to have a closer look at your 
finds and add to your inventory of imagination. Create your own magical 
story of your BALTIC exploration.
 
 

BALTIC balticmill.com 

Opening Hours 
Monday – Sunday 10.00-18.00 
except Tuesdays 10.30-18.00 
Last entry 15 minutes before 
closing time

Free admission  
Suggested donation £5

Contact details 
BALTIC Centre for  
Contemporary Art 
Gateshead Quays,  
South Shore Road, 
Gateshead NE8 3BA UK 
info@balticmill.com 
balticmill.com 
Tel +44 (0) 191 478 1810

 

BALTIC 39 baltic39.com

Project Space Opening Hours 
During exhibition dates 
Wednesday – Sunday  
12.00-18.00 / except  
Thursdays open until 20.00

Contact details 
BALTIC 39 
31-39 High Bridge 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1EW 
info39@balticmill.com 
baltic39.com 
Tel +44 (0) 191 261 3830

 baltic39

Even more at BALTIC 

BALTIC Kitchen / Open Daily 
balticmill.com/baltickitchen

Six rooftop restaurant  
Open Daily / balticmill.com/six

Hires / 0191 440 4949  
hires@balticmill.com 

BALTIC Archive 
0191 440 4959 / balticplus.uk 

BALTIC Learning & Events  
0191 440 4924  
learning@balticmill.com

 

Access

BALTIC and BALTIC 39 are fully 
accessible. Contact us in advance 
to reserve a wheelchair, tri-wheel 
walker or scooter or to arrange 
personal assistance. Accessible 
toilets and baby changing facilities 
are available. Guide and Hearing 
Dogs are welcome. Portable 
seating is available. This guide is 
available in large print from our 
Information Desk at BALTIC. 

BALTIC Love mailing list

If you’ve picked this up and 
would like to receive it in the post 
alongside a monthly e-mailer,  
sign up at balticmill.com/love
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WISH YOU WERE HERE
Left to right: Bakker iPad Case £23.95 / Bakker A5 Notebook £4.95 
Passport Activity Book £5.99 / Bakker Satchel £45.95  
Bakker iPhone Case £13.95 / Paper Planes made from the Easy Paper Aeroplane Kit £10.99 
The Major Headphones £11.95 / Angel of the North Postcard 75p / Scratch Globe £19.95 
Bakker Canvas Wallet £10.95 / Bakker Cosmetic Bag £13.95 / Latte Light £9.95


